The Art of Metacommentary

To ward off potential misunderstandings
Essentially, I am arguing not that ____________, but that ___________.
That is not to say ___________, but rather ______________.
X is concerned less with ___________ than with ______________.
In making a case for _________, I am not saying that ________.
My point is not _______________ but ______________.

To elaborate on a previous idea
In other words, _____________________.
To put it another way, _______________.
What _______ really means is ________________.
What X is saying here is that __________________.

To provide a roadmap to your text
Chapter 2 explores ________________, while Chapter 3 examines _________________.
Having just argued that _________, I want now to complicate the point by ______________.
But my argument will do more than __________. I will also ______________.
I believe, therefore, that ___________. But let me back up and explain how I arrived at this conclusion: ___________. In this way, I came to believe that ______________.
Ultimately, then, my goal is to demonstrate that _______________________

To move from a general claim to a specific example
For example, ____________________.
_____________, for instance, demonstrates ________________.
Consider _______________, for example.
To take a case in point, ______________.

To indicate that a claim is more, less, or equally important
Even more important, _____________________.
But above all, ______________________.
Incidentally, we will briefly note, ___________________.
To a lesser degree, ________________.
Just as important, ________________.
Equally, ___________________.
Finally, _____________________.

To explain a claim when you anticipate objections
Although some readers may object that _______________, I would answer that _____________.

To guide your readers to your most general point
In sum, then, _____________________.
My conclusion, then, is that ____________________.
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In short, __________________.
Using Metacommentary to Explain what They Are Saying:
· Essentially, Coates is arguing that ____________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________.
· Coates writes that ________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________. While at first this may seem confusing, what he really means is _____________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________.
· As I mentioned earlier, Coates wants readers to understand that ____________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________.
· To put it another way, what Coates is arguing that_____ __________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]While at first this idea may seem _____, readers should realize that _________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________.
Using Metacommentary to Highlight What You Are Saying:
[Identify your response to Coates in the first line; use one of the “Three Ways to Respond” templates]
· ______________________________________________________________________________________.
· To put it another way, I believe that __________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________.
· Essentially, I am arguing that _______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________.
· My point is not that Coates _________ _______________________________________________________,
but rather that _____________________________________________________________________________.
· In order to prove that ____________________________________________________________________ is true, I will ________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________.

